What are the reasons for the occupation of Golan Heights by Israel?
For many years, it has always been the case that if you have access to water, you will have access to the land where the water is located. Water resources are one of the most important factors in the strength of a country, because when water is abundant, agriculture will improve and through it commerce and business will flourish. As a result, the population has increased and demand for entry into that country has increased too. All these are factors that strengthen a country. So, in order to be able to create a country, the most important issue is the availability of water resources. That is why Zionists care about water and water resources. For example, in the first Zionist congress in Basel, Switzerland, in August 1897, it was said that water is needed to realize the Jewish state. 
From the time of its formation, the Zionist regime has begun to expand and occupy the existing water resources in the region, as it faces the problem of severe water shortages. Water is tied to the existence of the Zionist regime and the life of Israel depends on the water resources of the occupied territories. In fact, Israel places its water needs in the top priority of its aggressive policies, and sees water and water resources as minimum security requirements.
In the ancient Jewish texts, there is a region called the "Promised Land", which God promised to Prophet Moses. It has come to the fore in the ancient texts that life in this land is faith. According to the ancient Jewish texts "everyone who lives in the Promised Land is considered a believer, and anyone living outside of it the God will not be with him". Based on available maps of the Promised Land, this area includes Palestine and the surrounding area. Therefore, the Zionists excused these ancient texts and attacked Palestine and its surrounding territories.
Since the establishment of the state of Israel to this day, the Israel main goal has always been the attraction of the world's largest Jews to the area and will also occupy other water resources of the Palestinian land. The regime, in the form of various projects, relocates the settlers to these areas, and has insisted that it will not accept any retreat from the Golan in the future. The Zionist decision-makers are trying to turn the current situation of settlers in the Golan Heights, which is the Syrian land, into an irreplaceable fact. Israel has long wanted to reach bilateral political with some of its Arab neighbors, and one of its strategies was to occupy territory and return it through negotiation. In fact, this policy of Israel is called "land against peace". To this end, Israel has occupied four major areas in the Six-Day War of 1967, known as the Middle East War. The first was Desert Sinai in Egypt, which, through peace with the Egyptian government, Israel received permission to cross its ships from the Suez Canal. The second district was East Jerusalem, which returned the area to Jordan in the Oslo peace talks in 1968. The third zone was the Gaza Strip, which Israel returned to Palestine in 2005, but the fourth was the Golan Heights in the southwest of Syria. Israel, in addition to not removing the area to Syria but had annexed to its territory in 1981. Israel always excuses its security and refuses to give back the Golan. Indeed, Israel uses the Golan Heights as a buffer wall between Syria and itself. Israel admits that the reason for not giving back this region is to prevent interring Iranian and Syrian forces and to increase the security of their settlements. In fact, both Israel and Syria are in the grass of the water resources and fertile soil in the region.
In this article, we are going to outline the importance of the Golan Heights for Israel. Therefore, we first introduce the area under discussion.
Geolocation of Golan Heights
As seen from the figure below, the Golan Heights are located in the southwest of Syria, overlooking the sea of al-Jalil and northern Israel, which is approximately 1800 kilometers long and its 1200 kilometers are occupied by Israel. Golan Heights is one of the fourteen Syrian provinces known as Al-Quneitra province, which includes two cities: Al- Quneitra, the capital of the province, which the Israel military completely destroyed it before go back on the October 1973 war, and the second one is  city of "Fiq", which is still ruined by the Zionist regime. This strategic area is an average of seven hundred meters above sea level. The geopolitics professor Fredrik Enkel says the Golan Heights have a very significant spatial location. Most Syrians living in the Golan region are farmers. For many reasons, Israel occupied the Golan Heights. More than 40,000 people live in the occupied Golan which more than half of them are Druze residents. The people of this city are Arabs and their religion is Islam. Also bout 20,000 Israeli settlers also live there, many of them working in farming and tourism. However, two very important reasons are: water resources and military significance.
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Water Resources in Golan
As described above, the presence of water to create a country is very important. Theodor Herzl, when describing the boundaries of the Jewish state, cited the boundaries of the water resources and seriously called for its annexation to the Jewish state. Following that, Weisman emphasized Israel's demands for water, saying that it is essential to obtain water resources for Israel. For this reason, Jews are particularly sensitive to the water situation in the Middle East, and considers the existence of Israel to water resources, and access to the areas of water resources has become an ideal for them.  
The Golan region is considered to be an important source of water as the rainfall in this area is much higher than in Syria and Israel. The jabal Al-Sheikh peak, which has been snow-covered throughout the year, is the main source of water supply for the Tabariyyah lake. Rain waters flow from this region to Israel and accumulate in the Tabariyyah Lake. That's why Israel benefits from this region. Tabariyyah Lake is the largest lake in the area and the main source of Golan water. The lake is located on the hillsides of the Golan Heights, Tabariyyah Lake is 21 km long and 8 km wide and 212 m below the sea level. There are several historical and ancient places of Israel around the lake. The Zionist regime has built many hotels and motels around Tabariyyah Lake. With the occupation of the Golan Heights, the Zionists regime succeeded in controlling the source of Jordan, Hasbani and Nias rivers in Syria.   
With its water policies, Israel has been able to dominate over 600 million m3 of Golan Heights, providing 30 % of its annual water needs. Zionists spend 2000 million m3 of water annually. Jewish settlements in the region needs 26 million m3 of water annually, as part of its requirements from the Tabariyyah Lake and the rest from springs and wells and piped water surface can provide. The water of the Tabariyyah Lake has deviated into the Israeli settlements and with the occupation of the Golan Heights, Syria has been deprived of 138 billion m3 of annual rainfall. The Zionist regime steals more than 500 million m3 of water from the Golan region annually. It is more than 7 times that Syria uses the waters of the area. 
The control of Golan water resources for Israel is more valuable than the region itself, and even the claim of Yaqub Ben Tsusur, a former agricultural minister of Israel, is not conceivable as a substitute for Golan water supplies.
The fertile Golan soil is also a good place to become a vineyard and fruit gardens, and the highlands of this area in the winter have become the only ski resort in Israel. The strategic importance of the occupied Syrian Gulf region has led Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to overturn the Syrian crisis since 2011, urging the international community to recognize Israel's sovereignty over the Golan Heights.
Arthur Weben, a famous Zionist theorist, also emphasized that peace, from Zionism's point of view, in the Middle East will be realized only when associated with the capture and dominance of the Arabian water resources.
Military significance of the Golan Heights
From a military point of view, it is considered to be the strategic heights, which saw both Syria and Israel.  Golan is one of the most sensitive and strategic points for Syria, Lebanon and the Zionist regime, with which Israel has never formally made peace. Occupied territories are, in their entire range, a small and very narrow region that is easily accessible and totally vulnerable, the Golan is one of the most important access roads and aristocracy. The strategic depth of the occupied Palestinian front is also considered. The unique situation of the Golan is also such that it allows Israel to control all Syria's military, electronic and telecommunication facilities with its military facilities, because the Golan was arrogant on the suburbs of Damascus, and also due to the geographical location of the area, a limited number of troops, will be easily able to defend and protect it. The deployment of artillery positions and electronic monitoring and surveillance facilities in Golan has created a major and special privilege for Israel, which, according to the relevant authorities, will not make this strategic position comparable and even replace the AWACS system or spy balloon system. According to former Israeli Prime Minister Isaac Rubin, the loss of the Golan would mean Israel's security loss.
The Jebel Al-Sheikh area in the occupied Golan, near the 2,400-meter-long offensive line, gives the Zionist state a great position in monitoring the movements of Syria, the Zionists can carefully monitor the important activities of the Syrian people in their southern countries, and the geographic nature is a natural obstacle to any military movement in Syria. 
However Israel’s government says it also fears that Iran, an ally of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, is seeking to establish itself permanently on the Syrian side of the border in order to launch attacks on Israel.
What is important is that the occupation of the Golan Heights by the Israeli army is illegal under international law. Under the three resolutions of UNSCR 242 (1967), UNSCR 338 (1973) and UNSCR 497 (1981), occupation of the Golan Heights by the Zionists is illegal. However, Israel has other excuses for occupying the Golan. For example, the Zionists believe that the region has been part of Israel in ancient texts and should now belong to Israel. They also believe that seizing Golan is the key to the goal of establishing the "Promised Land".
The economic importance of the Golan
The importance of the Golan for Israel has another unexplained economic cause. An economically important reason for Israel is the exploration of oil in the region. If Israel can achieve the oil and gas in the area, it will have a great deal of wealth and, in addition, will play a major role in the energy field and become more powerful. In November 2015, the Economist magazine published an article titled "Black Gold Under the Golan", which spoke about the region's Zionist and American exploration of oil fields, and it is now believed that oil reserves there might be billions of barrels.
"We discovered 350 meters of oil layer in southern Golan, which is a lot because the average thickness of the oil layers is 20 or 30 meters, indicating that our exploration is ten times the global average," the authorities said. So far, there are no specific estimates of the amount of oil that can be extracted annually by exploration companies, but in brief, it can be said that, for Israel, the economic importance of this area is very high.
Transportation system
Before June 1967 the Golan Heights was mainly a farming region with one relatively large market center, A1 Qunaytirah, which was also the provincial capital. Consequently, most of the roads in the region led directly or indirectly to A1 Qunaytirah, and the only major road led from there to Damascus, some 65 kilometers to the northeast.
The Israelis have significantly improved this Syrian road network. They have opened five paved, two-lane access routes to the Heights, using parts of the earlier system. They have built a number of other new roads, including the tortuous, loose-surface security road along the Lebanese border and have upgraded some existing roads such as the single-lane paved road along the Trans-Arabian Pipeline (TAPline).
The TAPline carries crude oil from Saudi Arabia’s oilfields across the Arabian Peninsula, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon to the Lebanese oil port and refinery town of Az Zahrani. It crosses the Golan Heights diagonally from a point just south of Ar Rafid to a point just south of A1 Ghajar. Despite the two wars fought on the Golan Heights, the Israelis have never stopped the flow of oil through the pipeline—although on a couple of occasions the Saudis have, for reasons not related to the Arab-Israeli wars or to Israeli occupation of the Golan.


Conclusion
The Golan Heights came to occupy by Israel during the 1967 war and is known as a pre-condition for peace between Syria and Israel, but it is difficult for Israel to accept this. Israel does not want another country to achieve this very important and strategic area. 
According to the explanations presented, it can be concluded that the Golan land in southwestern Syria is very important for economic, military, urban and water resources. The economic significance of this region is the presence of oil and gas, while the area acts as a wall of rest between Israel and Syria. Also, rich water resources and fertile soil have caused a large population in the Zionist settlements of this region.
Zionists have seized the Golan on the pretext of establishing the Promised Land and do not intend to retreat from the area. Recently, the United States has also recognized the Zionist sovereignty over the Golan Heights. This action was faced with a massive global response that warned of the impact of the tramp movement on the intensification of anger and violence in the region. However, these threats do not seem to have led to retreat of Israel from their positions, because, as has been said, the region has a high strategic importance for Israel.
Israel, even if retreat from the occupied territories, is considering dominating the water resources of the region, and in fact, without solving the problems of the water, security measures for the country will not be possible. This means Israel will do everything to keep its water resources.
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